Bravery is one of the most important virtues of Mandailing ethnic, manifested in the form of non-hesitant in making difficult long-distance journey and firm in upholding the truth. This quality are among the factors that gave birth to prominent Mandailings throughout history. One of the Mandailing descendants that had stamped his name on the international level of Islamic scholarship was SyeikhAbd. Al-Qadir Al-Mandili. Born in the year 1910 AD, Al-Mandili returned to his Creator in the year 1965 AD. Received his early religious education in Kedah, AlMandili then furthered his studies in Mecca, after which he was entrusted with a teaching position at the Al-Haram Grand Mosque. He had produced over 24 writings in various discipline of Islamic studies, including the divine creed, jurisprudence, hadeeth, politics, education, Islamic law and morals. 
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conveying the truth on the religion, in facing the incoming risks, as well as sacrificing anything deemed as necessary for the sake of the religion.
Even so, they are also a number of persons who are in fear of defending the religion. They are not in possession of bravery in stating the truth over the harms, nor do they are brave enough in defending the people of truth. They are also afraid in taking risks in defending what they themselves view as rightful truth, whereas they were among the people who are enjoying a higher degree of status within the given society, such were the actions of the corrupt rabbis and priests as described by the al-Quran.
Concentrating on the Mandailing ethnic, the aspects of their overt bravery traits varies. According to Muhammad BukhariLubis (2005) among the bravery traits seeded within the Mandailing are obedience towards the religion, firm in conveying the truth, fearless in realizing the risks, open towards critical comments and the tendency to travel afar. These were the virtues that turned them into figures prominently known among the society.
SyeikhAbd. Al-Qadir Al-Mandili was among the Mandailing ethnic who exhibited bravery during his life. Even though after his last breath, his bravery can be well traced in his writings that became primary text and reference for students engulfed in the classic way of pondok in seeking knowledge.
Through his writing entitled Perisai Bagi Sekalian Mukallaf Atau Simpulan Iman Atas Mazhab Salaf,
the bravery characteristics of Al-Mandili can be well examined.
This article are divided into six subtopics, beginning with the introduction to the topic. The second subtopic dealt with the concept of bravery in the Mandiling ethnic's world-view. The following subtopic is an in-depth perspective on the life of SyeikhAbd. Al-Qadir Al-Mandili. On the forth subtopic, the aspects of bravery of the life of Al-Mandili will be brought forward. The fifth subtopic is focused on Al-Mandili's traits of bravery. Beginning with the introduction of Perisai Bagi Sekalian Mukallaf Atau Simpulan Iman Atas Mazhab Salaf followed by an analysis of al-Mandili's bravery aspects in the book followed. The final subtopic is the conclusion of the whole article.
Bravery in the Mandailing Ethnic's World-View
Since the turn of 19 th and 20 th century, the Mandailing had earned the reputation for their tradition of travelling afar wrote Tugby (1977) . They left their villages in search of a better life, or to seek religious knowledge. Migration for the Mandailing was regarded as an inherited tradition, moreover, deemed as the way of life according to Harahap (1999) . This quality can be observed clearly within the nine virtues in the Mandailing culture known as hamajuon, progress earned through years of travelling and wandering in search of knowledge. Siregar Sirittis Dalan is assumed as the first Mandailing Muslim of Tapanuli to travel to the Malay Peninsular in seeking knowledge. Returning from his sojourn, he was diligent in conveying knowledge he had acquired, as well as encouraging his people to travel anywhere possible, including the Malay Peninsular in improving the society's quality and function (Lubis, 2005) .
The people of Mandailing's bravery stood-out when they were brave enough in leaving their old religious system of belief. Originated from a nation that worshipped a spirit known as Begu, they embraced Islam as a result of Padri's movement from Minangkabau somewhere around 1820-1836 AD according to Harahap (1960 
Bravery in the Life of Al-Mandili
The traits and bits of bravery had already been exhibited in Al-Mandili's personality since his early age, demonstrated in his bravery to travel and migrate in the quest for knowledge. When he was 14 years old, he has already prepared to leave his hometown and migrated to Kedah seeking religious knowledge. Wandering, leaving beloved parents, and his homeland behind towards a foreign land is never an easy task. At the very least, one has to learn how to survive on his own, blending within the locals as well as working to earn his living. It is essential for him to go through sweat-breaking tests and be patient during his stay. Such as the bravery demonstrated by Al-Mandili at the tender age of 14 years old. According to Awang (2008) , Al-Mandili financed his studies by using wages he earned from working in the paddy field. He also managed to set up a small business of selling religious books to 'tokfakih' at his pondok (Ilyas, 2002) . After 12 years of studying in Kedah, he never hesitated to further his study in Mecca at the age of 26 years old, to the point that he himself became a teacher at the Al-Haram Grand Mosque. Other than that, Al-Mandili was also a man of responsibility. After six years of studying in Kedah, when he was 20 years old, he was entrusted with a teaching position at Pondok Gajah Mati, Pendang, Kedah. He took up the responsibility well. It was said that Al-Mandili's phenomenal presence is the reason behind the multiplication of enrollment reaching up to 600 students to this pondok . The same quality was shown by him during his years of being a teacher in the Al-Haram Grand Mosque.
According to Ghani (2013), his class was so popular in the Al-Haram Grand Mosque that his students exceeded 500 persons. The other side of his bravery was in his practice of polygamy. Monogamy was the commonly accepted marriage form within the Malay culture. Having two, three or even four wives is not the norm of the Malays. According to Ghani (2013); Al-Mandili had three wives that lived under one roof.
Bravery in Perisai Bagi Sekalian Mukallaf Atau Simpulan Iman Atas Mazhab Salaf
This subtopic will be divided into two. Subtopic 5.1 is the introduction to Perisai Bagi Sekalian Mukallaf Atau Simpulan Iman Atas Mazhab Salaf, and subtopic 5.2 will focus more on the bravery aspects exhibited by Al-Mandili in this masterpiece of his.
Perisai Bagi Sekalian Mukallaf Atau Simpulan Iman Atas Mazhab Salaf (PBSMASIAMS)
This book Uniquely, even though this book was written in classical Malay language in Jawi writing, the interest for this book never stopped throughout time. This book had always been reprinted and the printing quality had been improvised. This classic book inherited from 'old people' is not only being studied by senior citizens, but also among the young. As a proof, this book was transliterated into Roman alphabets to ease the youth, or for those who are not capable of reading Jawi scripts. At the very least two publications had been identified as printers for the Romanized version, namely Jahabersa and Al-Hidayah Publications.
Contemporary Malay muslims still acknowledge this book as a source of knowledge. Even though it had been 60 years from the day it was completed, PBMASIAMS still receives attentions from the society and is still being used as an educational syllabus in understanding Islamic creed up to this day.
The research of Ramli Awang(2008) confirmed that this book is still being actively taught in Kedah, Kelantan and Patani.
Bravery Traits in Perisai Bagi Sekalian Mukallaf Atau Simpulan Iman Atas Mazhab Salaf (PBSMASIAMS)
The bravery traits of Al-Mandili was clearly expressed in the style he wrote. His words were clear, not ambiguous. Whether his view was well accepted or rejected, Al-Mandili was brave and honest in expressing his thoughts. For example, Al-Mandili (2012) bravely said in this book, page 16:
"…and the way of the Salaf are safer, for the matter within it are safer to understand the meanings that probably was not the meaning meant by Allah, and their way was the best since they were the best of generations…"
Even though it was within his knowledge that the creed of the Khalaf dominated majority of the Malay Muslim, still he insisted his view on this matter. Other than this, tons of quotes was added to PBSMASIAMS where he condemned the falsehood by groups who opposed the Salaf school of thought with the likes of Shia, Mu'tazilah and so on. Among them Al-Mandili (2012) was quoted saying:
"This shows that the author (Al-Tahawi) refuted all Rafidhah and Nashiyyah…and as our school of thought Ahl Al-SunnahWalJamaah, we love all companion of the Prophet".
As such, Al-Mandili's bravery are clearly shown when he did not hesitated to teach the creed of the earliest muslims that was never been taught by any Malay scholars before him. He was not worried to be viewed as strange and maybe weird. In introducing Salaf's school of thought to the Malays Al- "Hence whoever believes in offering something to other than Allah, undeniably considered as an unbeliever, such as those who believe in ocean spirit seducing those who are earning on its surface, if it was not given some offering of cattle or alike, also such as those who believe that the ancestors and land spirit could do harm if they are not given some respect, or seek apologies upon, or was not given some pulut(glutinous rice) and lighting up candles".
Al-Mandili also refuted some of the sufi belief that affirmed the holiness of some saints and sage are higher than the messengers. On page 348, Al-Mandili (2012) stated:
"And the author indicated with these words of his refutation against Ijtihadiyyah group and all who are ignorant that call themselves members of spiritual orders. They said that saints are higher in status than messengers. They contradict the scholars and previous people of knowledge". 
